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Title: Do the IMF loans affect African countries' society and environment negatively or positively?

Statement of purpose:
 How does international aid affect Africa? From the donation of clothing to loans by the IMF affects the society and environment of Africa. Do aid in the form of donated clothing or IMF loans affect Africa's society and environment negatively or positive. According to the research I have done the IMF loans does affect the society and environment of African countries negatively. What do you plan to do with this knowledge? Do you have a new direction after finding out about the negative effects of the IMF loans?
Background: 

So far I have learned that the IMF loans do seem to affect the recipient countries negatively. The loans have structural adjustment policies or SAPs that the country getting the loans have to agree to before they are given the loan. These structural adjustment policies are designed for the specific country there are some common guiding principles and features which include export-led growth; privatization and liberalization; and the efficiency of the free market.” http://www.whirledbank.org/development/sap.htm
 “These policies aim to achieve long-term or accelerated economic growth in poorer countries by restructuring the economy and reducing government intervention.” http://www.who.int/trade/glossary/story084/en/index.html Has something like this happened before in history? Perhaps reference it to strengthen your position.
Significance: 

The IMF loans involves the environment, science, and in turn society. The science behind the IMF is the laws of free market economies, which ensure the greatest benefits to society. Included in their structural adjustment policies is to also protect the international market/economy and that is why they are helping these poorer countries by forcing them to adapt free market economy. However this can have profound effect on the domestic environment and society. Under free market society foreign countries will flood the domestic markets with their product because it is cheaper than the locally produced ones. This will destroy the local farmers especially the small poor ones because they wont be able to compete against the foreign companies who's countries such as the US subsidies their farmers. Also the IMF only focus on improving the economy and the trickle down should help all of society thus decreasing poverty. However the rich are getting richer and the inequality between them and the poor is increasing. The IMF also does not care much about the environment because it would interfere with them goal of increasing economic growth. With the free market policies foreign companies would be able to open companies in the country with would in theory improve the economy of the country but also compete with the domestic factories and degrade the environment. Most developing countries do not have policies that protect the environment and so these companies would be able to dump all the toxic wastes and be able to engage in activities bad for the environment. Great ideas, I would be interested to see some information about developing countries and developed countries and the differences in attitudes toward the environment, or policies in place.
Description:

To complete this project will require a lot of intense research. The research will be comprised mainly of library research and Internet research. So far I have mostly done Internet research and so have articles that will enable me to complete this project. However I need to do a lot of library research and find books and articles there because they generally are the better sources compare to most found on the Internet. It would also be great and be great research material to be available to interview citizens of the African countries that do have IMF loans at the present and in the pass. It would be great if one would be able to get economic, social, and environmental information from the government of the countries. Interviews would be a great addition if you were to continue with this research in the future! The inside perspective on the effects of the loans would be unbeatable.
Methodology:

I will research how aid in general affect African countries and see if there is any negative or positive effect on the environment or society. For the aid that are positive I will look to see how they function and how that enable them to have a positive impact and the same for the ones that have a negative effect. Do they pay attention to other things such as the environment and not only their goal? I will then research the effect the IMF has on African countries and states in what ways it is positive and negative. Also although the project focuses on African countries I will also research the effect that the IMF structural adjustment policies have had on other countries. I would then compare those countries to African countries and see how they are similar and different. So far I have mainly been focusing on the IMF and their structural adjustment policies in general and how they would affect any poor country that applied for loans. I therefore need to focus more specifically on their effect on African countries and this can be done by researching African countries that have had and currently have loans from the IMF. To be able to do this I would need to both go to the school library and the Boston Public Library and consult with their reference librarians and also conduct my own research on the Internet and focus more on library than just websites. It would so be great if I could find a professor that is knowledgeable on the IMF polices and how they might or have affected African countries.

Perhaps some of our Africana Studies or History department professors at UMB would be knowledgeable on the subject?
Problems:

As with any research project one has to take into consideration any problem that one could face and how to possible overcome them. One problem is that I might want to borrow a book from the library but someone has checked it out. The way to solve this problem is to check if the book is available at any other library or just order the books that I think might be useful as soon as possible. Another problem is that a site is temporally down or an article is no longer available online. I would then look to see if there is an email address that I could email the creator of the site to see if I could be the article somewhere else. Another problem is that I might not be able to renew a book that I have taken out or there is a long waiting list that I have to go throw before I can get the book back. To solve this problem I should skim throw the books as soon as I get them and then focus more on the ones I think are most useful to my project. 
Eliminating unnecessary sources is definitely an important step. As far as finding books at other libraries, our school’s ILL or inter-library loan system is great and the book can be kept for as long as a book at our own library  and they send it back for you afterwards.  Article availability is also a problem, especially  with my own project as most of the articles cost money to read. I had to forego these in favor of free articles through google scholar or the library’s databases. Great start, good luck!
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